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SUBJECT: PROPOSED US-USSR SEISMIC EXPERIMENTATION ON ISLAND IN 
DISPUTE BETWEEN USSR AND JAPAN 

SUMMARY: EMBASSY DISTURBED TO LEARN OF APPARENT AGREE- 
MENT OF US-USSR EXPERTS TO CONDUCT SEISMIC RESEARCH ON 
AND AROUND "SHIKOTAN ISLAND, USSR". RECOMMEND RE- 
CONSIDERATION OF PLAN, WHICH JAPANESE WOULD VIEW AS 
USG SUPPORT FOR SOVIET POSITION ON NORTHERN TERRITORIES. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . USSR-US MEETING OF EXPERTS ON INTEGRATION OF TSUNAMI 
WARNING SYSTEMS AGREED SEPT. 22-26, 1976, ACCORDING TO 
RECORD OF CONVERSATION (P. 10) FORWARDED US BY DEPARTMENT 
(EA/J), THAT BEST LOCATION TO INSTALL A US SEISMOGRAPH 
UNDER AN EXCHANGE PROGRAM WOULD BE YTIZHNO-, 1 SAKHALIN OR 
"SHIKOTAN ISLAND, USSR". LATTER ISLAND IS ONE OF THE FOUR 
"NORTHERN TERRITORIES" OCCUPIED BY USSR SINCE END OF WW II, 

WHICH US HAS CONSISTENTLY ACKNOWLEDGED AS UNDER JAPANESE 
SOVEREIGNTY. RECORD OF CONVERSATION (P. 12) SHOWS 

THAT EXPERTS HAVE AGREED TO CONDUCT EXPERIMENTS NEAR 
SHIKOTAN FROM AUGUST 1977, AND COVERING NOAA LETTER TO 
EPA REQUESTS US SCIENTISTS AND EQUIPMENT FOR THE EXPERIMENT 
BE TRANSHIPPED THROUGH JAPANESE PORT TO MEET SOVIET RESEARCH 
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VESSEL. RECORD ALSO SHOWS A SEPARATE "JOINT" US-JAPAN 
PROJECT IN THE SAME AREA BEGINNING IN APRIL 1977, WHICH 
APPEARS TO BE RELATED TO US-SOVIET EFFORT. WE DO NOT 
KNOW IF GOJ IS AWARE OF EITHER PROJECT OR THEIR RELATIONSHIP. 

2. US PARTICIPATION IN SHIKOTAN PROJECT WOULD SERIOUSLY 
DISTURB GOJ. AT VERY LEAST THEY WOULD VIEW PROJECT AS 
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EVIDENCING EXTREME INSENSITIVITY TO GOJ POSITION ON NORTHERN 
TERRITORIES ISSUE WHICH REMAINS MOST VISIBLE OBSTACLE 
TO PEACE TREATY WITH USSR. RECOMMEND DEPARTMENT REVIEW 
RECORD ON THIS PROJECT WITH VIEW TO MOVING ANY BILATERAL 
EXPERIMENTS AWAR FROM THIS SENSITIVE LOCATION. IN THE 
MEANTIME RECOMMEND AGAINST ANY DISCUSSIONS WITH GOJ 
RE ENTRY OF SCIENTISTS AND EQUIPMENT, OR REGARDING POSSIBLE 
TRI-LATERALIZATION OF PROJECT. PLEASE ADVISE. 

SHOESMITH 
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